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When I read the headline “National
Trust Buys Battle Hill” by Bill
Toscano in the Thursday, September
15th edition of the Glens Falls
Post-Star, I thought to myself, “Dale
Grinnell (a fellow WCHS board
member) must be grinning from ear to
ear!” Dale, along with members of the
Fort Ann Historical Society, as well as the American Legion Post in Fort Ann, has
been working to preserve Battle Hill for many years. This property was the site of
the Battle of Fort Ann during the Revolutionary War. At last, the site was going to
be purchased by the Civil War Trust and preserved as an historical site.

In 2012, the WCHS had hosted a round table discussion at Fort Ann Central
School with Revolutionary War historians, re-enactors, and the owner of the
Battle Hill property, Gino Vona, on the panel. Over 150 people attended the
event. Attendees had the opportunity to ask questions and voice concerns.
After the round table event, the interested groups continued to work to save
the area that had been the battlefield, while Vona wanted to work on setting
up a mine at the site. The Civil War Trust, according to the Post-Star
article, decided to acquire the property after Vona expressed interest in
selling the property last spring when he realized his plan to open a mine on
Battle Hill was not going to work out.
A grant was also received earlier this year from the American Battlefield
Protection Program. This grant will help determine the borders of the battlefield and help develop a preservation plan. According to the Post-Star, “A
survey of the property done by a team from the Public Archaeology Facility
at Binghamton University, through another grant from the American
Battlefield Protection Program of the National Parks Service, found that the
battlefield is larger than first thought. The survey also determined the battle
was more important than previously thought and called the mine proposal a
threat to the historical nature of the site.” It is hoped that the area will
become a tourism site with ownership eventually going to the Town of Fort
Ann. The Post-Star states that the closing will take place on May 1, 2017.
The members of the Fort Ann Historical Society and the American Legion should be proud that their efforts laid
the groundwork for the preservation of Battle Hill. To again quote the Post-Star, “After 239 years, the fight for
Battle Hill is over.”
- Submitted by Debi Craig
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Washington County
Historical Society
Mission Statement
The Washington County
Historical Society is an
educational organization
dedicated to engaging diverse
audiences in the study and
application of the collective
heritage of Washington County,
New York, and its environs.
- Rev. October 2005

Heritage
Research
Library Hours:
Wednesdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Fridays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
WCHS has a constantly growing
collection of information, original
documents, and other items of
interest about Washington County
and its inhabitants, past and
present. We encourage you
to stop by and take a look!
If you would like to find out more
about volunteering to help with
the Heritage Research Library,
please contact the Historical
Society and let us know.
Newsletter Editor:
Kelly Mead

Greetings From Your President
Dear WCHS Members,
As I write this letter, it is the middle of fair week in August. At this point in
the year, I would like to review what has been accomplished since January.
We have replaced the thirty plus year old furnace in the Wing-Northrup
house with a new more efficient model. A successful and entertaining
Church Architecture Tour was conducted in May. In June, we restarted the
Cronkite Lecture Series with two very informative lectures about the
123rd Regiment by the well-known Civil War Historian, Mike Russert.
Now during the Washington County Fair, we again are running the Caboose
and a booth at the County Bounty building. Also we have developed a
calendar with historic photos representing all seventeen towns within the
county. And, as always, we continue to meet the research needs of
Washington County residents.
The last third of the year should be both entertaining and educational for
our members. Our next event will be the “Battles and Brews” Tour on
Sunday, October 2. This tour will focus on the revolutionary sites along
Route 4 in the county, as well as visit two Washington County breweries
along the way. At the end of October, our Annual Meeting will be held at
Rogers Island. After the business meeting, we will give our members a
choice of a tour through the Wing-Northup House or a tour of Rogers
Island. The end of the year should be an exciting time for our members.
I look forward to seeing all of you at the Annual Meeting on October 22
at Rogers Island. Please join us to celebrate the Washington County
Historical Society’s 76th year. We will be at a great location filled with
history. If you have not been to the center for a while or never, you will be
impressed with the exhibits and archaeological artifacts found on the Island.
See you on October 22.
Pat Niles
Washington County Historical Society President

How To Contact Us:

Phone: (518) 747-9108
Fax: (518) 746-1655
Address: 167 Broadway,
Fort Edward, NY 12828

WCHS Proposed Slate To Be Announced
At Annual Meeting
The WCHS Nominating Committee respectfully submits the following
proposed Slate of Trustees to be approved at the Annual Membership
Meeting to be held on October 22, 2016. The following are nominees for
election this fall:
Trustees—Class of 2019: Vance Bateman & Krista Rupe

Web: www.wchs-ny.org
Email: wchs@wchs-ny.org

Submitted by Nominating Committee Chair, Sally Brillon
Members: Millie Mizerak, Sally Brillon, John Mead
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WCHS Finance Committee Announces Proposed 2016 Budget
The Finance Committee respectfully submits the following as the proposed 2016 Washington County Historical
Society Operating Budget, to be approved at the Annual Membership Meeting to be held on October 22, 2016.
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Announcing the WCHS Annual Membership Meeting and Program
Saturday, October 22, 2016 – Rogers Island Visitors Center, Fort Edward, NY
We are pleased to announce the WCHS 76th Annual Membership Meeting will be held in Fort Edward NY at
the Rogers Island Visitors Center.
AGENDA
10:00 – 10:30 am

Arrival and welcome — coffee and sweets provided

10:30 – 11:30

Business meeting includes r eview of Committee Repor ts, vote to
approve the 2016 Proposed Operating Budget and the 2016 Trustee
nominations, and award presentations.

12:00 – 1:00 pm

Box lunch to be ser ved in the Roger s Island Visitor Center :
Choice of Ham, Turkey, Tuna Salad or Vegetarian sandwich,
with potato chips, pickle, cookie and apple. A choice of drinks,
bottle OF water, lemonade, ice tea, and coffee. $12 per person.
(Indicate choice(s) below on the reservation form)

1:00 – 2:00 pm

Choice of Wing-Northup Open House or Tour of Rogers Island

PREPAID LUNCH RESERVATIONS ARE NECESSARY (cost for the luncheon is $12 per per son —
please return the r eser vation for m below on or befor e Friday, October 15, 2016, with a check made payable
to WCHS). Call the Historical Society with any questions. We look forward to seeing many of you at the meeting.
Clip the form below or send a photocopy of form and mail to WCHS with your payment for reservations.
Name (s) Attending: _______________________________________________________________________

Spelling for Name Tag(s) ______________________________________ Phone #: ____________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
Please circle sandwich choice: Ham --------- Turkey ----------- Tuna Salad ------- Vegetarian
Please circle bread choice: White ------ Wheat ------- Rye
Payment Due $12 per per son x ______ per sons = $ _______________________ (Total Amount Enclosed)
Checks payable to:
Mail to:
Questions:

Washington County Historical Society
167 Broadway, Fort Edward, NY 12828
Call us at (518) 747-9108

RESERVATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 15, 2016
Travel Directions: From I-87: Exit 17N onto Rt. 9 North. Right turn at second traffic light onto Rt. 197 East.
Right turn on Rogers Island after crossing first bridge.
From Rt.4: In village of Fort Edward take Rt. 197 West. Left turn on Rogers Island just before the second bridge.
Parking is available at the Rogers Island Visitor Center.
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Membership Dues to Change in the Upcoming Year
One issue that has been discussed by the Board of Trustees has been the increasing costs of membership
benefits. Over the past three months, the board has discussed, researched, analyzed, and finally have come
to a decision on membership dues. Our past President and current trustee, Keith Truesdale, researched the
current costs of a member’s benefits. These costs include the WCHS Journal, four quarterly WCHS
Newsletters, and membership cards. The cost of each member’s benefits to the organization is $15.22,
which does not include our administrator’s time spent on processing, postage, and travel to the mailing
vendor to mail the items. Most of our membership is in the retired individual category and dues for
that category have been $15. Because of the increasing costs of running the Wing-Northup House, the
Heritage Research Library, employee costs, and general administrative costs in running a library, plus that
of the increased cost of benefits, we came to a hard decision to raise membership dues. The dues for next
year will be as follows:
Membership Category
Senior Couple/Senior Individual/ Student
Family/Individual
Patron

Price
$25
$35
$50

Contributing
Sustaining
Benefactor

$75
$150
$500

We have made this increase to the above levels with the thought that a dues change would not become
necessary again for several years. It is a decision that was not done lightly, as many of our members
are on fixed incomes, but we also know that members want to contribute to the on-going work of our
organization. We look forward to seeing you at the annual meeting and we will be open to answering any
question you might have about this upcoming dues change. There is also a form included on the back
page of the newsletter for your use as well. Just return it to the Historical Society with your payment and
you’ll receive a renewal.

Give The Gift of History This Holiday Season!
The holidays are quickly approaching. If you are struggling to come up with the perfect gift for Dad, Aunt
Betsy, or Uncle Henry, who are all local history buffs, please consider a gift membership to the Washington
County Historical Society.
There are a number of benefits to a membership; including the great programs that are presented every year,
a copy of our outstanding Journal, which is full of interesting articles about the history of Washington
County and its people, and the member discount for any tours that the Society hosts. For more information
on memberships, please visit our website at www.wchs-ny.org or call the WCHS on either Wednesday
(10 a.m.– 4 p.m.) or Friday (10 a.m.–5 p.m.) at 747-9108 to receive a membership form or use the form on
the back mailing page of our Newsletter.
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Notes from the Heritage Research Library—August
I have just returned from a vacation on Cape Cod. Last year I vacationed in Boothbay Harbor, Maine. A few weeks
after I returned, a couple who was tracing a genealogy back to Boothbay Harbor visited us. So I expect that in a few
weeks that at least one visitor, tracing his or her genealogy back to Barnstable, Massachusetts, will arrive. Because
I used to live on Narragansett Bay, Rhode Island, and Westport, Massachusetts, I can easily visualize where many
of our researchers’ ancestors migrated from. It is a beautiful area, but small. It is not surprising that many who
settled here can trace their ancestors back to Rhode Island.

In September, I will be attending the Family History Conference in Syracuse. This year the APHNYS – Association
of Public Historians of New York State – will be meeting with us, but attending programs designed specifically for
them. This fantastic event is extraordinarily well attended. One of the sponsors is the William G. Pomeroy Foundation. Mr. Pomeroy sits at his sponsor table and is most approachable. He offers funds (which we have received) for
the purchase and production of historic markers. His new project is to provide funds for markers narrating historic
stories (or myths) about places. The speeches given and references recommended during last year’s program are on
a disc at the Heritage Research Library.
Book Reviews – Two from Whitehall
Civil War Diary - Kept at End of the War January 1866 to October 1866, by Doctor Henry Root A.M., M.D. from
Whitehall at Orangeburg, S.C., Transcribed by Ray and Joan Brown. Henry Root was born in Granville, in 1835.
He attended Williams College. He studied law with Dr. Daniel Wright, Whitehall. He graduated from the
University of New York and studied medicine in Europe. Among the highlights of the Diary: he built houses and
hospital buildings in South Carolina where he had purchased land; he owned an alligator (that went missing); he
was insulted by a soldier; only his religion kept him from taking revenge; and the rebels did not care for him, the
freedman respected him. The following are some bits and pieces (with regularized spelling edits) from the diary:
Wednesday, January 10th, 1866
The scarcity of apartments for freed sick people leads me to think that I ought to have some houses built for them.
Colonel agrees to furnish labor and nails, and glass. I will furnish the rest and own all I pay for.
Sunday, January 28th, 1866
Vaccinated nine freed people; examined the compound fracture of forearm in hospital; attended to the reports
from some small pox patients in the country and went to express where I received $416.35 from Major Salisbury as
my pay for Nov. & Dec. Lent Meany $5. Inclosed Chk. Of 216.35 to L. Myers to 48 Wall St. Visited small pox
house where a soldier has had the loathsome disease in a severe type for four weeks. It is a pleasure to be able to
render some service to such cases.
Friday, March 30th, 1866
The rebels are busy about any business but not so busy about the good of community.
Monday, April 2nd, 1866
Quite a panic has occurred on account of rebel threats to drive me out of my houses. Offence giving clothes to the
Negroes.

Whitehall, New York in the Civil War, compiled by Carol Senecal, Historian, 2015. This book is a collection of
all kinds of material in one volume. Some of the contributors to this volume are Doris Morton, Martin Kelly, and
Gary Hart. The following is an excerpt from two letters, one from Louisa Snyder to Orville Robinson and the other
his reply:
Dear Orville (who was camped on the Potomac),
Do you know who just came home? Silence Beman. She’s been gone almost a year. Everybody thought she’d run
off with John Bartholomew. What really happened was John joined one of the Indian regiments, and Silence
followed him. She dressed as a man, joined the army, and was soldiering all this time! But she says John was a
coward and she became disgusted with him, so she stayed on awhile, fighting, and then got tired of that, told the
officers she was a woman, and left! Isn’t that romantic?
Washington County Historical Society Newsletter Fall 2016

Page 6

Dear Louisa,
I’m glad Silence Beman had sense enough to return to her proper Sphere and live like a rational creature.
Soldiering’s no place for a woman, although I’ve heard of them doing it—always with a sad ending. There was
one, Emily something, a New York girl who thought she was Joan of Arc. Her family took her to a doctor, but
he could do nothing with her and recommended they take her to Massachusetts to keep her farther away from
the armies. But she was so bad, the family had to lock her in her room. She escaped anyway, and joined the
army, and fought, and got hit in the chest with a musket ball, and it was only when they brought her into the
hospital that they knew she was a woman, but it was too late then; the wound was fatal.
One of the photos in the book is of drummer Co. B N.Y. Artillery, Alonzo Fayette Baker, born October 4,
1848, died Fort Corcoran October 4, 1863. He is buried in North Granville.
Both of the books provide much information for the historian; they are also interesting as they convey history.
I hope to see many of the members of the Society at the Annual Meeting. Thank you to all who support the
Society in any way.

- Submitted by Barbara D. Anderson, BA, MA, MLS, Librarian, Heritage Research Library

Successful Week at the Washington County Fair 2016

The WCHS ran its own booth in the County Bounty building at the Washington County Fair for the second
year. This year the booth focused on selling all the books in our stock, including our informative cemetery
books. For those of you who are not aware of this resource, we have
cemetery books available for several towns (Argyle, Cambridge,
Dresden, Putnam, Easton, Fort Ann, Fort Edward, Greenwich,
Hampton, Hartford, Hebron, Jackson, White Creek, Kingsbury, Salem
and Whitehall). They are very helpful in genealogical research. This
year, our slideshow at the fair focused on prominent Washington
County citizens, including Susan B. Anthony and Chester A. Arthur.
An 18 month calendar was developed using pictures from all seventeen towns in Washington County.
The fair was a success for WCHS in many ways. Our book sales more
than doubled last year’s. The Society’s membership was increased
through a fair special membership deal. Also in our first year creating
and selling calendars since 1984, we sold more than two hundred and fifty dollars worth of calendars.
The Caboose also saw many visitors this year. Attendance for the entire week was 9,108. A hands-on area
was created especially for children. There was a wooden train that they could run around a track, also
crayons and coloring books that occupied them while their parents enjoyed the rest of the exhibit. This year,
Dale and Coral Grinnell organized things according to the town that was featured in the photographs. It
made for a very cohesive and interesting exhibit.
The WCHS wants to thank Dale and Coral Grinnell and Mary Lou Gravlin for finding the members and
non-members to man the booth. It took a great deal of man power to keep the County Bounty and the
Caboose open for seven days of the fair. WCHS would also like to thank Millie Mizerak as well as Coral
and Dale Grinnell for organizing the Caboose, hanging the pictures and posters to make it comfortable for the
many children and families who came through it during the fair. We would also like to thank Bob Kuba,
Debi Craig, Millie Mizerak, Dale Grinnell, Coral Grinnell, Steve Lapham, Barb Anderson, Justin Culligan,
Claudia Blackler, and Pat Niles for helping to setup, take down or both. Finally, WCHS would like to thank
the people who volunteered at our booth; without your assistance we could not run the Caboose and the
County Bounty booth.
Washington County Historical Society Newsletter Fall 2016

Page 7

Washington County Historical Society Calendars 2016 – 2018

All 17 Towns Are Represented in the Calendar.
The cost of the calendars are $9.00 which includes sales tax.

Washington County Historical Society
Calendars for Sale
The Washington County Historical Society has produced it’s first calendar since 1984. Featured
throughout the calendar are photos of historic structures or events from each town in Washington
County.
Photographs came from town historians, other historical groups, personal collections, as well as
some from our own Washington County Historical Society collection. Included in the calendar
photographs are two from the 1909 county fair: the dirigible flying over the fairgrounds and the
bi-wing plane flying over the race track. The calendar portrays a Washington County that was
agricultural, industrial, and recreational.
Calendars will be available for sale at:
The bookstore at the Washington County Historical Society (Fort Edward, NY)
Battenkill Books (Cambridge, NY)
Laura’s Flowers (Salem, NY)
Wilson Homestead (Hebron, NY)
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Vermont History Expo
In June of 2008, WCHS Vice-President Debi Craig heard about the Vermont History Expo, which was to be
held at the Tunbridge Fairgrounds about 100 miles from Debi’s house in Hebron. She decided to go and see
if she could learn more about her ancestors from the North East Kingdom of Vermont and also about General
Jacob Bayley, a great grandfather who fought in the Revolutionary War.
The event was held on Saturday and Sunday of Father’s Day weekend.
Saturday was a beautiful sunny day. It took over two hours to get there,
but it was well worth the trip! Many of the small towns in Vermont had
amazing exhibits. There was so much to see and do that she stayed almost
five hours. There were also demonstrations of Colonial crafts, music
performances, re-enactors, vendors, and much more. There was also a wide
selection of food on-site.
It was during this first visit that Debi had an idea! “We could do this on a smaller scale in Washington
County!” The first WCHS History Fair took place in 2009 at the Historic Salem
Courthouse, in 2011 at Greenwich Central School, 2013 at Granville Elementary,
and at Salem Central School in 2015.
Debi has now attended five Vermont History Expos either by herself or with
fellow board member Millie Mizerak. The History Expo is held every other year.
The next one will be in June 2018.
The next WCHS History Fair in Washington County will be September 30, 2017
at Hartford Central School. Please save the date! The theme will be “Forts and
Battles” (of all kinds!). It will incorporate battles and forts from several different
wars that took place in or in close proximity to Washington County. We will
also be celebrating one hundred years since the passage of women’s right to vote
in New York State.
Plans are already underway to provide activities and exhibits for all ages. There
will be information on our website as the event gets closer. Please save the date
and join us for history in your backyard!
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Announcing the 2017 WCHS History Fair
Save the date! The 2017 Histor y Fair will be held on Satur day, September 30 th at Hartford Central School
from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Our theme will be “Forts and Battles” (of all kinds!). It will include the “battle” of
women winning the right to vote in New York State. 2017 marks the one hundredth anniversary of that momentous event which took place in 1917.
We will be sending out information to historians and historical societies in just a few short months. We hope
you will consider having an exhibit featuring your town/village. Stay tuned for updates in the upcoming
newsletters and on our website.
WCHS Board of Directors Visit Hebron
The Washington County Historical Society Board of Directors held a special monthly board meeting
in August. The group met at the Hebron Church and Debi Craig led a brief tour and history review of the
building and the church.
The church visit was followed by a visit the Hebron School District No. 16 Schoolhouse. Joe Brillon and
Debi Craig talked about the history of the building and its restoration, architecture, and the old school days.
After the tour of these two buildings, the group went to Debi Craig’s home in Hebron and we held our
monthly business meeting. At the conclusion of the business meeting, the board enjoyed a picnic dinner,
with each member bringing a dish to share.
It was enjoyable for the Board to combine business with a social gathering to share refreshments, stories of
history, and to meet informally together.
(Photos courtesy Kathy Huntington)
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WCHS Board of Directors Meeting News
2016 Board of Directors
The Board of Directors, representing the Washington County Historical Society,
want to keep our members fully informed. To that end, we will include highlights
and summaries from recent meetings in each newsletter.
Highlights from Monday, April 18, 2016 Meeting:


The BOD discussed the preliminary stages for our planned 18–month
historic calendar. Will be a showcase of historical photos and we will
solicit advertising to help offset costs.



WCHS will be running an architectural tour on May 14. Bill Krattinger and
Pat Niles will coordinate the planning of the event. Bill will provide an
architectural presentation during the tour for participants. We will provide a
lunch to those on the trip. This will be considered a fundraising event.



The Board approved the Hebron Preservation Society to move items to the
Wing-Northup House as safe storage.



Discussion about considering a raise/change in our membership dues. After
brief discussion, we will research costs of membership and discuss a new
membership dues schedule.



Plans are underway for our exhibits at the August Washington County Fair,
some new ideas and other annual items are planned. We will offer a new
powerpoint/slide show on the television we placed in the County Bounty
building.





Barbara Anderson reviewed some social media posting guidelines, and
noted that we will now have more of a presence with the newly created
Facebook page for WCHS (thanks to Kathy Huntington for her work with
this project).

OFFICERS
President
Patrick Niles
Vice President Debi Craig
Treasurer
Dale Grinnell
Secretary
Kelly Mead
TRUSTEES — 2016
William Krattinger
Nancy Jo Davidsen
Robert Kuba
Millie Mizerak
TRUSTEES — 2017
Justin Culligan
Eileen Greeley
Mary Skelly

TRUSTEES—2018
Kathleen Lands
D. Keith Truesdale
Kathy Huntington
STANDING COMMITTEES:
Building—Sally Brillon
Finance—Kay Tomasi
Nominations—John Mead
TRUSTEES EMERITI
Joan Handy
Agnes Peterson
WCHS HISTORIAN
John A. Mead

Sally Brillon reported progress with the ramp project and has met with the

Highlights from Monday, May 16, 2016 Meeting:


Thank you was given to several Board members who have worked to help tidy and clean up areas in the
Wing-Northup House. We plan to hold an open house this year, so spruce up jobs are important.



Sally Brillon reported upcoming much needed work will be done on the eaves at the Wing-Northup House.



Millie Mizerak provided a sample of a prototype of a coloring book we plan to distribute at the Fair this year
to visitors in the caboose. It was noted that Bob Kuba completed building a bench for the caboose.



Pat Niles noted that the Fort Edward Historical Association will be holding a Solomon Northup Day on
July 16. Pat will be volunteering that day – Bob Kuba and possibly Justin Culligan could help that day as
well. Pat will confirm time if anyone wants to help out.



Debi Craig noted that there will be a Community Singing event held on June 29 – open to the public with an
ice cream social at 6 p.m. that day and singing at 7 p.m. All are welcome!
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167 Broadway Fort Edward NY 12828-1709
Telephone (518) 747-9108

WCHS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Fall 2016 Newsletter

New

Renewal

Name _____________________________________________________________Date ____________
Address ________________________City _____________________ State ____ Zip______________
Telephone (

) ______________ E-mail _________________________________________________

Do you have an off-season address? (e.g. start: January; end: March)
Address ________________________City _____________________ State ____ Zip______________
Away Date: ___________________ Return Date: ____________________
Membership Category
Senior Couple/Senior Individual/ Student
Family/Individual
Patron

Price
$25
$35
$50

Contributing

$75

Sustaining

$150

Benefactor

$500

I would like to include an additional gift of $_____________ for: _______ Library Operations ______General Fund
Please contact me about becoming a WCHS volunteer.
Please send me a list of WCHS Publications.
Washington
Historical
Society
Newsletteryear
Fallis2016
Page
PleaseCounty
note that
the WCHS
membership
January 1 thru December 31. New memberships received after November
1 12
will be honored for the following year. Annual memberships and donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

